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14-19 Team 14-19 Briefing for School Leaders, College Principals and BASS Staff

No. 38 
10 December 2010 

HEFCE statement on end of Aimhigher programme

The Minister for Universities and Skills, David Willetts MP, announced on 25th November that funding for the Aimhigher programme would cease in July 2011.

To read this item in full visit: http://www.hefce.ac.uk/news/hefce/2010/aimhigh.htm 

Curriculum Working Group  -  4 Nov 2010

The Curriculum Working Group for Curriculum Managers/Deputy Heads held on 4 November focused on:

Personal, Learning and Thinking Skills – integration and impact assessment

Keynote speaker – David Gardner, Senior Curriculum Adviser, QCDA

Documents from the session accessible on YouChoose (see footer)

Further information from mike.jerome@birmingham.gov.uk   

Post 16 stakeholder briefing –  19 January 2011 am

There will be a post 16 briefing for senior managers in schools, colleges and training providers in the morning on 19 January to explain how the post 16 allocations process will operate in future and the respective roles of the various agencies, following the Comprehensive Spending Review and the Schools White Paper and awaiting the new Operating Guidance for 16-19, the replacement of the National Commissioning Framework.

The event will be jointly delivered by the local authority and the Young Peoples Learning Agency (YPLA).  Planning is ongoing - details will be forwarded to stakeholders before the end of term. The briefing will be for the sub region and will invite providers delivering within Birmingham and Solihull. It will also cover the respective Commissioning Statements for the two local authorities.

It should be noted that the Association of Colleges (AOC) are organising a series of separate regionally based briefing events for its members and should not be confused with this event. The AOC briefing for West Midland members will be held on the 25 January 2011 at Solihull College.

The event on the 19 January provides an opportunity for all deliverers of post 16 provision to come together and hear the same messages. However this date will be the only opportunity for schools and training providers to hear the detail and engage in discussion about how the allocation process will operate. It will also be the only opportunity for institutions and providers to hear and discuss the commissioning priorities of the two local authorities.

For further information please contact ray.walker@birmingham.gov.uk  or lodavies@solihull.gov.uk   

English Baccalaureate

Further detail has emerged on the introduction of the English Baccalaureate, to be found in the addendum to the statement of intent at   www.education.gov.uk/performancetables   

Foundation Learning – sharing good practice 

As part of the Foundation learning strategy a series of free CPD workshops will be available to schools from January 2011.  The workshops are aimed at FL leads, curriculum leaders, practitioners and teaching assistants who are involved in the development/delivery of Foundation Learning.  Workshops will include implementation of Foundation Learning, Teaching and Learning and Functional Skills. 

For more information contact: jenny.bartley@birmingham.gov.uk  

Workshop details and registration information can be requested from: marilyn.oneill@birmingham.gov.uk   tel:  0121 303 1991

YouChoose Prospectus

Following extensive consultation 14-19 Partnership recognises the value of a prospectus in informing learners of opportunities.  However it is also recognised that for a variety of reasons the current YouChoose site is under used.  It has been decided to change the contractor, to refocus the prospectus particularly on post 16, and to set aside the development of a Common Application Process.  The aim is to develop a more lively, current and informative resource.  In the next two months development will take place and providers will be introduced to the new prospectus with a view to the revised site going live next term.  Further information in 14-19 Partnership meeting folder accessible via YouChoose (see footer).

Ofsted HMCI Annual Report

Ofsted’s Annual Report was published on 23 November and includes focus on some key themes central to 14-19 development including vocational education, partnerships, initial teacher education.  It can be found at Ofsted home page   www.ofsted.gov.uk   

1 Uncashed AS levels

It is apparent that a message issued earlier in the year has not been well communicated.

“DCSF are changing the way they treat qualifications that are uncashed (not certified). This primarily affects AS levels. The change has been made to give more accurate success rates and improve the quality assurance of providers. It will also ensure performance funding for AS levels is more accurately linked to AS achievement.

The Success Rate data collected from the 10/11 academic year will be calculated according to when the qualifications are due to end (planned end date), regardless of whether they are cashed in (claimed). Any AS levels that have a one year end date on either the census or the ILR that are not cashed in will be treated as fails for future funding and success rates purposes. Allocations for 2010/11 are currently being signed off with schools and colleges and they will be notified of their 2010/11 funding allocation by the end of the month. The changes we are bringing in will not affect schools or colleges 2010/11 allocations. Success rate data for qualifications due to end in 2010/11 will be affected - however that data will not be used for funding purposes until the 2012/13 allocations at the earliest.”  Further detail at:  http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/14-19/index.cfm?go=site.home&sid=3&pid=233&lid=698&ctype=Text&ptype=Single  
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